Reformation Sunday 2026 — World Communion of Reformed Churches

“Led by the Spirit:
Persevering in Witness, Reforming Hope”

Worship resources for member churches
of the World Communion of Reformed Churches.

Inspired by the theological rationale for Reformation Sunday 2026 and shaped
by the language of justice, pilgrimage, lament, and hope, this liturgy resonates
with the World Communion of Reformed Churches' "Invitation to persevere in
witness” and with the Belhar Confession's enduring witness to unity,
reconciliation, and justice, as it marks its 40th anniversary.

Churches may use the liturgy in its entire form, adapt it, or select some of the
resources included in the following proposal.

Gathering Music

Music from different regions of the global communion expressing movement,
justice, hope, resistance, and the Spirit's guidance.

Suggestion: Instrumental music from various cultural traditions representing the
global Communion

Create a different atmosphere

The worship space remains dimly lit. Music stops. A surrounding soundscape is
heard:

murmuring crowds,

voices in many languages,

discussions,

prayers,

distant singing,

sounds of markets, streets, temples and protests.

The sound should convey humanity, diversity, confusion and longing.

Little by little, hammering on wood begins to be heard. At first timid. Then
clearer. Stronger.

The crowd noise slowly fades away. Only the hammer blows remain.

Each strike carries more echo. More silence around it.

When only isolated, reverberating hammer blows remain, the reading begins.
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Poetic Opening Text

(Can be read by several voices from different places in the room)
A voice dared to strike the door.

Not to destroy the Church, but to awaken it.

Blows upon the wood.

Blows against fear.

Blows against silence.

For the Gospel was never meant to remain locked away.

Sola gratia...

when merit tried to take the place of tenderness.

Sola fide...

when power tried to replace trust.

Sola Scriptura...

when many human voices tried to silence the living Word.
Solus Christus...

when other lords sought to rule over conscience.

Soli Deo gloria...

when ego, money and ambition tried to claim the altar.

And there were also tables opened

for refugees crossing borders with trembling hands.
Bread shared in the city

as worship and justice learned to walk together.
Songs rising in the language of the people,

so faith could breathe in ordinary voices.
Schools for children,

care for the poor,

discipline not for punishment

but to ensure the dignity of community.

A stubborn dream

that the city itself could become

a shelter for the vulnerable

and a witness to God’s mercy.

And still today...

we continue knocking on doors.
Because there are still walls that divide.
Wounded churches.

Discarded peoples.

Silenced voices.

Empty tables.

Hatred blessed in God’s name.
Violence treated as normal.

And the Spirit still breathes reform.
Reform to return to the Gospel.
Reform to return to grace.

Reform to return to the shared table.
Reform to return to community.
Reform to return to Jesus.
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Today we do not gather to remember a museum piece.
We gather to hear the hammer blows once again.

And perhaps...

to dare ourselves

to nail our own theses

upon the walls of the present.

(Silence)

Joint Call to Worship

Liturgist:

The Reformed church was not born from a desire for comfort,
but from the need for faithfulness.

It was not born to preserve privilege, but to proclaim good news.
It was not born complete. It was born reforming.

People:
Ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda.

Liturgist:
Today we worship God, who still speaks,
still calls, and still opens new paths

Psalm 100 from the Genevan Psalter: All People on Earth Do Dwell (Old
Hundredth) (first in a traditional setting and then moving to a more modern
style)

Opening Prayer

God of wind and fire,
Breath moving over chaos,
Voice that still echoes through locked doors and fearful hearts,

You keep calling your people forward
to a costly discipleship when fear tells us to remain still.

You awaken your Church
through prophets, poets, reformers, and ordinary disciples
who dare to strike the walls of silence with truth, compassion, and hope.

Today we gather from many places, many languages,
many struggles and memories, yet held together by your grace.

As the hammer once echoed upon the wooden door,
may your Spirit echo among us now.

Strike against our indifference.

Strike against the fear that keeps us quiet.

Strike against every wall that divides your people,

wounds creation, protects injustice, or silences the vulnerable.

3



Reformation Sunday 2026 — World Communion of Reformed Churches

Reform us again, O God.

Reform our worship
when it becomes performance instead of prayer,
or mere repetition without soul.

Reform our churches
when comfort matters more than courage.

Reform our theology
when it forgets the poor, the excluded, and the wounded.

Reform our lives
until grace becomes flesh among us.

When we are perplexed, teach us not to surrender to despair.
When hope feels fragile, teach us again the stubborn hope of the Gospel.
Move us beyond nostalgia into courageous and costly discipleship.

Move us beyond institutional survival
into communities where justice can breathe and communion can flourish.

And today,

as we prepare to name what still needs reform

in our churches, our nations, and our world,

give us humble hearts, prophetic imagination,

and the perseverance to pursue truth with compassion,
to seek not only justice but reparation,

and to keep knocking on the doors of history.

May this worship become living witness:
bread shared, truth spoken, dignity defended,
creation cherished, and love embodied.

In the name of the Creator, the Living Christ, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Hymn of Praise

e “God of Grace and God of Glory” + Siyahamba (Medley)

Prayer of Confession

(read by several voices from different parts of the sanctuary)

God of renewal,

we confess that many times we resist the movement of your Spirit.
We cling to certainty when you call us into trust.

We protect our comfort when you call us into solidarity.

We choose silence when witness becomes costly.

We confess the sins of the church:
the wounds of colonialism, racism, exclusion, violence,
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patriarchy, greed, and the ways faith has too often been used
to dominate instead of liberating.

Too often we have spoken of hope without practicing justice.

We have prayed for peace while tolerating, even perpetuating, systems of
cruelty.

We have proclaimed unity while remaining distant from one another’s pain.
Forgive us

when our theology becomes indifferent,

when our worship becomes disconnected from suffering,

when our institutions fear change and decline more than injustice.

And still, O God, you do not abandon your people.

Reform us again through your Word.

Disturb us with your mercy. Heal us with your truth.
Lead us by your Spirit into communities where dignity may flourish.

Silent prayer...
Amen.

e Appropriate Hymn or Song for confession

Assurance of Grace

Liturgist:
Hear the good news:

The grace of God is deeper than our failures.
The mercy of Christ is wider than our fear.
The Spirit continues to renew the church and call the world toward life.

In Christ, we are forgiven, renewed, and sent again as a covenantal
Communion.

People:
Thanks be to God. Amen.

Passing the Peace

Liturgist:
The peace of Christ moves among us.
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People:
And also among you.

Invite worshippers to exchange signs of peace in culturally appropriate ways.

e Appropriate Song

Scripture Readings

Suggested readings:

Ezekiel 37:1-14

Psalm 46

Romans 8:14-27

2 Corinthians 4:7-10.16-18
Hebrews 12:1-2

John 16:12-15

Luke 24:13-35

Sel'm on (we suggest three different voices in a kind of dialog)

Suggested Focus:

Led by the Spirit beyond fear

Persevering in withess amid crisis

Honest about perplexity

Reforming hope through justice and communion

e Theme song (still in process)

Communal Symbolic Action

During another moment in the service (after the sermon or before Holy
Communion), the congregation is invited to participate in a symbolic action.

Preparation
Place a symbolic “wall” (maybe the same used at the beginning):

e a wooden panel, an old door, or a simple structure evoking the door of
Wittenberg.

Provide small papers or cards beforehand.
Invitation

Liturgist:
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Just as centuries ago there were those who dared to name what needed
reform, today we too are called to discern:

What needs to be transformed?
In our lives.

In our churches.

In our communities.

In our countries.

In the world.

We invite you to write a “thesis” — a short phrase, prayer, dream or
commitment.

It may be:
e a protest,
a hope,
a call,
a confession,
a proposal for communion,
a word of justice,
a commitment to peace.

Then each person may come forward and symbolically “nail” it onto this wall.

As the congregation moves forward, soft hammering sounds or contemplative
instrumental music may be heard again.

e Music during the movement

Possible Final Communal Response
When everyone has participated:

All together:

Spirit of wisdom, teach us to discern
where Christ already walks ahead of us
reforming your Church.

Where there is fear, bring courage.

Where there is division, bring communion.
Where there is indifference, bring compassion.
Where there is death, bring forth hope.

Amen.

Affirmation of Faith

All:
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We believe in God,

Breath moving over chaos,

Source of life stronger than death,
Justice deeper than empire,

Hope no prison can silence.

We believe in Jesus Christ,

born among the poor,

forced to flee as a refugee,

friend of the excluded,

disturber of violent powers,

crucified by the logic of domination,
yet risen, breaking the power of fear,
who reconciles all things in the power of God's love.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

wild and untameable,

moving through ruined cities, refugee camps,
broken churches, wounded earth,

and weary hearts.

The Spirit refuses despair.

The Spirit keeps calling people together.

The Spirit creates unity without erasing our diversity.
The Spirit continues to reform the church

and disturb the world.

We believe in the church

when it stands beside the crucified peoples of history.
Not when it seeks privilege,

not when it blesses oppression,

not when it remains silent before cruelty.

We believe the church is called to be a sign of unity,
an instrument of reconciliation,

and a witness to God's justice.

We believe faith is not escape from the world
but courage to live differently within it.

Therefore:

In times of war,
we will proclaim peace with justice
and seek reconciliation without betraying the truth.

In times of hatred,
we will defend human dignity.

In times of hunger,
we will share bread and resist greed.

In times of forced migration,
we will widen the table and cross borders of fear.
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In times of racism and exclusion,
we will proclaim that every person bears sacred worth,
for in Christ we belong to one another.

In times of ecological devastation,
we will stand with the earth,
which groans for healing.

In times of despair,
we will stubbornly practice hope.

For we are not alone.
The Spirit still moves.
Christ still calls.

God still reforms.

Though perplexed, we are not crushed.
Though wounded, we are not defeated.
Though fragile, we bear witness.

Led by the Spirit, we move together
toward unity, reconciliation, justice, communion, and life.

Amen.

e Perplexed, not crushed (From de last ExComm meeting)

Prayers of intercession

God of life and liberation, we pray for your wounded world.

For places devastated by war, occupation, displacement, and fear.

For peoples denied dignity and freedom.

For those whose names are forgotten by power but never forgotten by you.

Spirit of justice, move among us.

For migrants and refugees, for all crossing borders in search of safety,
for those detained, rejected, or criminalized.

May your church become sanctuary instead of barrier.
Spirit of hospitality, move among us.

For the earth itself:
forests burning, waters poisoned, species disappearing, climates unraveling.

Teach us again that creation is not property but gift.

Spirit of renewal, move among us.
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For churches throughout the world:
where witness is dangerous, where communities are divided, where leaders are
exhausted, where hope feels fragile.

Give courage to your people to persevere in faithfulness.
Spirit of courage, move among us.

For the communion gathered in South Africa, for memories of struggle and
liberation, for wisdom born through resistance, for all who continue laboring
for reconciliation and justice.

May the global church learn again how hope becomes flesh among the people.
Spirit of life, move among us.

And for those whose names we carry silently today...

(Silence)

e Pelas dores deste mundo (‘For the troubles and the sufferings of
the world’)

Offering

Invitation:

We offer not only resources,

but our witness, our compassion, our resistance to injustice,
and our commitment to God’s future.

Holy Communion

Invitation and Prayer

God of abundant grace,

You have gathered us from many peoples, many stories, many languages, and
made us one in Christ.

At this table there are no strangers, no first or second places, no borders your
love cannot cross.

Here we receive not a reward for our faithfulness, but your gift of grace.

Here, the bread is shared, the cup is shared, and your people are made one.
As we share this bread and drink from this cup, renew us by your Spirit.

May this meal become living witness: bread shared, truth spoken, dignity
defended, creation cherished, and love embodied.

Make this table a sign of your Kindom among us, where justice and peace
embrace, where reconciliation becomes possible, where every barrier falls, and
where hope is nourished for the journey.
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Gather us again as one body, to persevere in witness, reforming hope
until all are welcomed at your table.
Through Christ, our host, our peace, and our bread of life. Amen.

e Santo, Santo, Santo (from GC Worship book, p. 308)

Words of Institution

(Luke 22:14-20)

Hear the words of our Lord Jesus Christ.

When the hour came, Jesus took his place at the table with the apostles.
He took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to them, saying:

"This is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."

In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying:

"This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood."

(Silence.)

This is Jesus’s table.

Here, those whom the world separates are welcomed as one body.

Here, grace is stronger than privilege, reconciliation stronger than division,
justice stronger than fear.

Here, the Spirit continues to gather one church from every people and place,
that together we may become a living witness to God's reconciling love.

Breaking of the Bread

(Several members of the congregation - young and old, women and men, from
different cultures and backgrounds - gather around the table. Together they take
the bread into their hands)

Liturgist

The bread we break is Christ's gift to the whole people of God.
No one possesses this table. No one stands above it.

Here, the Spirit gathers us into one body, to receive and to share.

(All who stand around the table break the bread together. The sound of many
loaves breaking is allowed to fill the silence)

All
Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all share
the one bread.

Sharing the Cup
(Several members of the congregation lift the cups together)

Liturgist

No one drinks alone.

The cup passes from hand to hand, from generation to generation,

from people to people, until strangers become neighbours,

neighbours become companions, and companions become one body in Christ.
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(The cups are raised together.)

All
Though we are many, we are one in Christ.
Come, for all is ready.

(Music during Communion)

After Communion

Gracious God,

We thank you for this shared table, for bread broken by many hands, for the cup
hared among one people.

In this meal, you have reminded us that no one walks alone, no one believes
alone, no one is fed alone.

You have made us one body in Christ, called not only to receive your grace,

but to share it as a communion.

May the bread we have broken together make us people who break down walls.
May the cup we have shared together make us people who reconcile, welcome,
and restore.

Send us now, led by your Spirit, to persevere in witness, to reform hope, to seek
justice, to widen the table, and to become, together, bread for a hungry world,
companions for the lonely, and signs of your Kindom among us.

Through Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life. Amen.

e Until all are fed (from GC Worship book, p. 314)

Blessing

Go now,
not as guardians of old certainties,
but as witnesses of living hope.

Go as communities dangerous to despair.
Go with courage when the road is uncertain.
Go with tenderness in a wounded world.

Go with perseverance when witness becomes costly.

Go to stand where God stands:
beside the poor, the wronged, the excluded, and the earth that groans.
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And when perplexity visits your heart,
may despair never have the final word.

May the God of justice reform your hope.

May the Living Christ walk beside you on the journey.

May the Holy Spirit keep moving among you and through you.
Until justice and peace embrace,

until dignity flourishes among all peoples,

until hope becomes flesh in the world.

In the name of the Creator, the Living Christ, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Sending Hymn
Suggestions:
“Oholeya Jesus ikumwifi” (Namibia)
“The Summons”
“Canticle of the Turning”

e Postlude
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