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Communion of Love 

As the World Communion of Reformed Churches, we believe in the Triune God, the communion of love 
that calls us into communion – communion in Godself, who loves all things visible and invisible into 
being and calls them good, communion with the broken body of Christ who redeems and transforms 
our fallen world, communion through the Spirit who indwells and enlivens all and everything. 

We believe that this call – to communion in God, with Christ, through the Spirit – draws us into ever-
widening communion, embracing the whole human family and the fullness of creation.  

We feel called to embody such a communion of love visibly – of dynamic relationality marked by 
equality, mutuality, reciprocity, self-giving, and unity-in-difference that includes and does not exclude. 

Reliant on God’s grace, we long to respond to this call to life in communion.  

Discerning 

As Christians of the Reformed tradition, we hear this call to communion as a call to discern together. 
Together, we therefore prayerfully listen to God’s Word and for the guidance of God’s Spirit to discern 
the signs of the times.  

We believe that such discernment happens best in the broadest possible circle of voices and 
perspectives, respecting the riches of divinely given diversity, including especially those voices long 
silenced.  Therefore, we intentionally center the margins in our leadership and discernment. We long to 
be open, we desire to hear, we want to learn, and we hope we are teachable.  

In our times, we particularly hear sighs of creation and cries of God’s people calling us to stand where 
we believe God stands – with and for those suffering and groaning, in whose wounds we see God’s 
wounds.  

We therefore feel called to action – the action of truth-seeking, justice-seeking, peace-seeking work.  

Confessing 

As Christians of the Reformed tradition, we understand this call to discern as a call to confess together. 
We receive with gratitude the creeds and confessions born in our history, as testimony of the faithful 
who have gone on before us, and we acknowledge that we, here, now are called to confess the faith 
anew in our time as they did in theirs. 
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We, here, now, confess with the church of all ages and places that Jesus Christ is Lord – Lord of all areas 
of our whole life, personal, public, and political, cultural, social, and economic.  

As a Communion of churches, deeply aware of our fragility and fallibility, our fear and failure, we 
acknowledge and lament our past and ongoing complicities, silences, and lack of faithfulness. We 
confess together that we have often failed to embody the God-given unity of the church visibly so that 
the world could believe, to live in real reconciliation regardless of our many differences through the 
power of God’s Word and Spirit, to seek God’s compassionate justice to roll down like a mighty stream.  

Together with others, we have as a Communion acknowledged, confessed, and lamented that divisions 
still scar our unity and hamper our witness. We regret that throughout our history, we have too often 
formed divisive habits and structures, failing to discern the body of Christ. We recognize that injustice 
and conflict scar and scandalize our one body. We acknowledge that we are implicated in colonialism 
and exploitation that have marked our history. We are saddened by the ways in which we have allowed 
race and ethnicity, class and inequality, patriarchy and gender bias, and arrogance of nation, language, 
and culture to become divisive and oppressive in our churches and in our world. Together with others, 
we acknowledge that we are a wounded church in a wounded world. 

In all these areas of our life – including the forms and actions of churches themselves – we need 
Christ’s justification and sanctification. We need justification because we can never justify our own 
acts and omissions, and we need sanctification because our confession of God as the communion of 
love and Jesus Christ as Lord should be not only with words but with our lives, continuously renewed 
and transformed by the power of God’s Spirit. 

We continue to yearn that the Living God may renew and transform us.  

Witnessing  

As Christians of the Reformed tradition, we hear this call to discern and confess as an ongoing call to 
witness together. We desire to witness in our own times the good news of Jesus Christ transforming 
death-dealing systems and structures and liberating us for the fullness of life.  

  

For the Reformed tradition, the witness of the church is to share in Christ's threefold ministry. We 
believe that, anointed by the Spirit, and together with those who belong to him, the living Christ is 
working in the world as prophet, priest, and king. Our prophetic witness consists in proclaiming the 
good news in the church and public spheres. Our priestly witness consists in intercession for all and 
works of reconciliation in the church and the world. Our royal ministry consists in resisting evil and 
injustice and witnessing to Christ's faithfulness and victory over all lordless powers.   

We therefore feel committed not to look away from but to address actively the plight of the most 
vulnerable and the suffering caused by the many crises of our world, including those crises for which 
our own histories share responsibility. We feel committed not to remain silent but to give testimony 
about what we see and hear, about what is going on, speaking truth to power, sharing hope where there 
is hopelessness. We believe that God’s gracious election brings hope for even the most wretched. We 
feel committed to taking a stand where it matters, to show solidarity with the vulnerable and to resist 
all that excludes and oppresses, hurts, and destroys. 

We understand that our witness involves much more than mere words and may even entail risk-taking 
and cost. God’s own self-giving inspires us to such service and sharing, looking not only to our own 
interests but to the interests of others. God's own mission moves us in contexts of conflict and crisis.  
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In living out these commitments, we long to persevere in our witness together.  

Being Reformed Together 

As Christians of the Reformed tradition, we always hear this call to confess and witness also as a charge 
to be renewed and transformed according to God’s Word – together. 

We long to discern our times together; to listen and learn from the many voices confessing their faith 
here and now; to be united in our witness, service, and mission – to act together in all of this, in 
communion. 

We long not for a communion of uniformity but of covenant. We long to be committed to one another, 
to find ever-new ways of being together and living together, to journey together in this ongoing 
movement, finding new moments to discern together, confess together, witness together. As a 
Communion, we long to find concrete ways of being respectful to one another, being responsible for 
one another, being accountable to one another – visible ways of being and acting together, loving one 
another. 

We believe that God calls the people of God into covenant relation. This is not an exclusive election 
unto special privilege but a calling to serve and to bless the whole people of God. Covenant relation is 
a counter-witness to fragmentation, an act of reconciliation and inclusion. This covenant is with all 
people and the whole creation. The God of the covenant is a God of justice. Thus, we are called to 
communion and committed to justice.  

In recent years, we have covenanted together for justice in the economy and the earth – witnessing 
against global injustice and ecological destruction, both born and bred by a spirit of greed. To realize 
its deepest promise, our covenant for justice should issue in solidarity with all who suffer and 
resistance to all the forces in our world that diminish the fullness of life for all.  

We keep praying for a renewed imagination from God’s Word and Spirit for what life in communion and 

justice could mean for our churches today – and on our way into tomorrow. 

As we covenant together, joining our energies to God's ongoing reforming, transforming work, we 
rejoice in working with all partners God provides. For us, to be Reformed is to be ecumenical; we seek 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace with all. We therefore collaborate eagerly with people of 
other communions and faith traditions and convictions, and with all people of goodwill in the work to 
which we are called.  

We yearn that all may flourish and have fullness of life. 

Communion and Worship 

We are sustained for our work and witness in our worship life together. Being gathered as people of 
God, body of Christ, and temple of the Spirit into worship forms the heart of the life of Reformed 
churches.  

In the worship of local congregations, the gospel is proclaimed and heard, and the sacraments 
received – and this is essential to being the church. In the midst of everyday life and in the material 
elements of water, bread, and wine, the church stands before God’s face and is united in communion 
with Christ and one another through God’s Spirit.  
Here we receive our true communion, incorporated into Christ and joined together in the Spirit.  
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We give thanks to God and rejoice in this unity already ours, which we do not create and cannot 
destroy, since the church is the work of the Triune God, the creation of Word and Spirit. We celebrate 
that we are one in Christ, sharing a common heritage and a common faith. The unity of our global 
communion is enriched and not threatened by our cultural, contextual, and spiritual differences. 

In our Communion, we covenant together to make this gift of communion visible in the world by 
discerning, confessing, witnessing, and being together – to the glory of God, the communion of love. 
We covenant to welcome one another, just as Christ has welcomed us, to the glory of God (Rom. 
15:7). 


