
 

 

Greetings of the ​
World Communion of Reformed Churches​

to the​
Council Meeting of the Lutheran World Federation​

In Geneva, 10 – 15 June 2026​
Theme: ​

 “Be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith” (Rom 1:12)  

 

Respected Bishop Henrik Stubkjær​
Respected members of the LWF Council​
Respected General Secretary Rev Dr Anne Burghardt​
Dear siblings in Christ, 

I am bringing you the greetings of the General Secretary of the World Communion of Reformed Churches, 

Rev. Philip Vinod Peacock. 

Bringing greetings from the World Communion of Reformed Churches to the Lutheran World Federation is 

always a particular joy. For many years, our two communities have been journeying together, facing similar 

questions and wrestling with comparable challenges. On our parallel journeys, we have shared our 

experiences, supported each other with advice, and sometimes we also challenged each other. Our sharing 

is fruitful and mutually beneficial for our attempts to discern God’s call in times as challenging as ours. 

The theme of your Council meeting speaks to this history of sharing in two significant ways: 

1.​ For quite some time, our two communities have been engaging in processes to help us to 

understand better who we are as global communions, what keeps us together, and what marks the 

particular togetherness that we live in our relations and our mission. The LWF has engaged in the 

Lutheran identities project and is developing a mutual responsibility framework. In the WCRC, we 

have just finalized our new strategy that harvests the discernment of our last General Council in 

Chiang Mai. In this process, we have deepened the understanding of the 2010 transformation from 

Alliance to Communion.  

The Reformed tradition fiercely protects the bottom-up structure of our polity. A communion that 

wanted to interfere with the member churches would meet very Reformed dissent. What helped us 

to better understand the Reformed meaning of communion was that Reformed ecclesiology has 

always been relational: Together we gather around the Lord’s table, together we listen to God’s 

Word, and together we discern God’s call to action. This togetherness has always been the 

foundation of the central pillar of the WCRC’s self-understanding. We have experienced how the 

insights of many have shaped the life of the communion as a whole. In our strategy, we try to make 
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this experience more intentional. We call upon member churches and regions to form three hubs 

(theology, justice, and mission), collaborate in their attempts to live into the vision that we 

developed at the General Council and share the experiences to mutually encourage one another 

through each other’s faith. 

2.​ This togetherness also shapes our ecumenical engagement. In our relations with Christians in the 

Lutheran tradition, we hear Paul’s call to faith sharing in the context of the upcoming anniversary of 

the Augsburg Confession. In Lutheran-Reformed relations, the Confession has been a bridge and a 

stumbling block. Calvin’s theology would be unthinkable without the continuous references to the 

Augsburg Confession. As Reformed Christians, we are deeply moved by the ecumenical intentions of 

the text and cherish Philip Melanchthon’s search for a language that could unite the Protestant 

voice without compromising the central commitments of the Reformation. Calvin signed the Vatiata 

in 1540 and hoped that the divisive disputes between Lutherans and Reformed about the 

understanding of the elements in Holy Communion could be framed constructively by the language 

that Melanchthon suggested. This unity was short-lived. The orthodoxies on both sides were 

committed to sharp theological distinctions that rejected eirenic approaches, such as those of 

Melanchthon and Bucer. 

As Christians in the Reformed tradition, we appreciate that the LWF will celebrate the anniversary in 

an ecumenical spirit. We believe that the ecumenical traditions of the 16th century can again 

become an inspiration that will allow us, and I will quote the theme of this Council again, “to be 

mutually encouraged by each other’s faith”. 

Our heartfelt blessings for this council meeting, 

 

Rev. Philip Vinod Peacock​
General Secretary of the WCRC 
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