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“You are the light of the world. A town bulit on a hill cannot be hidden” Matthew 5:14
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Subject: A Voice from the Margins — Appeal for Justice and Protection of Underage Girls in
Pakistan (With Court Reference)

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

| write to you on behalf of the Presbyterian Church of Pakistan, and more importantly, on behalf of
many vulnerable and marginalized families whose voices are rarely heard beyond their local
communities. We write as a church from the margins, seeking the solidarity, prayers, and advocacy of

the global Church.

We wish to draw your attention to recent court proceedings in Pakistan, as reported in national media
(Dawn News, recent court report), where the courts examined cases concerning the marriage of
underage girls, particularly in situations involving religious conversion and marriage. In these court
sessions, the judiciary discussed the legal status of child marriage in light of the Islamabad Capital
Territory Child Marriage Restraint Act, which sets the minimum age of marriage at 18 years, while at
the same time legal arguments were presented that, under certain interpretations of religious law,
marriage after puberty could be considered valid. The court deliberations highlighted legal ambiguities

between statutory law and religious interpretations, especially in cases involving minor girls.

These court proceedings and legal debates have created deep concern and fear among minority
communities, especially Christians, because underage girls from poor and marginalized families are
often the most vulnerable in such situations. When legal protection is unclear or debated, families fear

that their daughters may lose the protection of child protection laws.

For marginalized communities, this is not only a legal issue—it is a matter of human dignity, child
protection, religious freedom, and the future of our children. Many underage girls from poor and
minority backgrounds are at risk of forced marriages, forced conversions, and the loss of education
and childhood. When such cases are debated primarily through technical legal or religious arguments,
the best interest of the child can be overshadowed, and the most vulnerable remain unprotected.

As the Church, we affirm that every child is created in the image of God and deserves protection,
dignity, education, and the freedom to grow in a safe environment before making life-altering decisions
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such as marriage. Marriage must never be used as a tool to legitimize coercion, pressure, or

exploitation. https://www.dawn.com/news/1985430

Therefore, we humbly appeal to the World Communion of Reformed Churches (WCRC), the World
Council of Churches (WCC), the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA), the Global Christian Forum, and

international churches and organizations:

1. Raise your voice at international forums for the protection of underage girls and vulnerable

minorities in Pakistan.
2. Encourage dialogue with the Government of Pakistan to ensure that child protection and minimum

age of marriage laws are clear, just, and applied equally to all citizens.
3. Support Pakistani churches and civil society organizations that are working for child protection,

education, and the safety of vulnerable girls.
4. Pray for justice, protection, and peace for marginalized communities in Pakistan.
5. Stand in solidarity with the Church in Pakistan as we seek justice, reconciliation, and peaceful

coexistence in our society.

We do not write this as a political statement, but as a pastoral, moral, and humanitarian appeal from a

church that lives and serves among the poor and marginalized. The Church is one body, and when

one part suffers, all suffer together.

We do not ask for privilege. We ask for protection.
We do not ask for power. We ask for justice.
We do not ask to be heard above others. We ask not to be forgotten.

May the global Church stand with us so that every child may live in dignity, safety, and hope.
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Yours in Christ's service, :
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