
Cherished members of  our churches in the Americas and the Caribbean,  

We send you greetings of  peace and hope from Hannover. 

Scripture reminds us that trusting in weapons and violence is a form of  idolatry, calling us 
instead to place our faith in the Lord (Psalm 20:7). In these times of  turmoil and unrest, we are 
invited to turn away from doctrines of  power and might and to abandon reliance on violence, 
choosing instead to trust in God's steadfast love. 

The recent invasion of  Venezuela by the United States, a clear violation of  international law, has 
sown fear and turmoil not only in Venezuela but across the entire region. We are deeply 
concerned that similar actions may threaten Colombia, Mexico, and even Greenland, as we 
observe what seems to be a reconfiguration of  the Monroe Doctrine and a rise of  neo-
colonialism and fascism. Our hearts are grieving as we witness and acknowledge the distress 
which has manifested this early in the calendar year. 

Even as the United States leadership exhibits external aggression towards other countries, we are 
also grieved by the ways in which residents and citizens of  the US are experiencing life under 
this administration. The escalation of  raids by ICE, the recent killing of  Rene Nicole Good in 
Minneapolis, shootings in Portland, and other acts of  harm and violence perpetuated by ICE are 
appalling. We are witnessing churches and clergy responding in protest and by supporting those 
who are being disenfranchised by this militarisation of  US cities. 

In our world today, the shadow of  militarisation grows ever larger—whether it's the bombing of  
alleged ISIS camps in Nigeria, naval conflicts in the Caribbean, or internal militarisation within 
nations. Echoes of  violence ring around the globe: the bombings in Yemen, conflicts between 
India and Pakistan, and the ongoing crises in West Asia extending beyond Israel and Palestine to 
Lebanon and Syria. 

Let us renew our calling to walk in communion and justice, remembering that although we are 
divided by nationality and ethnicity, our deepest allegiance is to the kin-dom of  God, and to 
loving our neighbors as ourselves. We are one family—members of  one body—called to serve 
with loyalty not to any nation, but to the Lord and to one another. 

In the face of  rising militarization, we invite you to pray earnestly for one another, to support 
each other with compassion, and to discover the joy that comes from our shared life in Christ's 
one church. May we find strength in our unity and hope in God's everlasting grace. 

We pray for you and your congregations 

God of  peace and justice, 
we come before you in a world wounded by violence and fear. 
We confess how easily nations trust in weapons and power 
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instead of  your mercy and love. 

Forgive us, and turn our hearts again toward your ways of  peace. 
God of  peace and justice, 
We come before you in a world wounded by violence and fear. 

We confess how easily nations trust in weapons and power 
instead of  your mercy and love. 
Forgive us, and turn our hearts again toward your ways of  peace.  
Be near to those who suffer, 
protect the vulnerable, 
and strengthen all who work for justice and dignity. 

We lift before you all places marked by conflict and oppression, 
and all who resist violence with courage and compassion. 

Unite us as one body in Christ, 
loyal not to any nation, but to your kin-dom of  justice and peace. 
By your Spirit, make us faithful witnesses to hope, 
steadfast in love, and bold in seeking peace. 

In the name of  Jesus Christ, our peace, 
Amen. 

Karen Georgia Thompson	 	 	 	 	 	 Philip Vinod Peacock	  
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