
 

 

Dearly beloved in Christ, 

Grace and peace to you as we enter this New Year. It is my prayer that, whatever joys or 
burdens you carry into these days, you may be met by God’s sustaining presence. As a 
communion, I invite us to step into the year ahead with hearts formed by gratitude, guided by 
wisdom, and opened in compassion. 

We give thanks for God’s faithfulness to the World Communion of Reformed Churches 
across one hundred and fifty years of shared witness, struggle, and hope. We are grateful for 
the recent General Council, where we gathered as one body in worship and prayerful 
discernment, listening together for the Spirit’s leading in an uncertain world. Above all, we 
give thanks for one another, for the diverse contexts, faithful ministries, and continued 
perseverance of our member churches, often carried out in places of great challenge. 

With particular gratitude, we acknowledge the ministry of our General Secretary Emeritus, 
the Rev. Dr. Setri Nyomi. His years of devoted leadership, pastoral care, and prophetic 
courage have left a lasting imprint on this communion. His witness continues to accompany 
us, offering encouragement and guidance as we move forward together. 

As we enter a new season in the life of the WCRC, we do so seeking wisdom. In the months 
ahead, the General Secretariat will develop a strategic plan to guide our common life and 
mission over the next seven years, until the next General Council. We ask for your prayers 
that this work may be faithful to the discernment of the General Council and attentive to the 
complex and interwoven crises facing our world. May God grant us the wisdom to listen 
deeply, to the voices of our member churches, to those on the margins, and to the Spirit who 
continues to lead Christ’s church. 

It is my prayer that this will be a year filled with compassion. In Scripture, compassion is not 
a distant feeling but a deep, embodied knowing, a “feeling from the womb,” the profound 
empathy that binds us to others’ suffering. It fosters genuine solidarity, especially with those 
who are most vulnerable. In a world where many are wounded, displaced, and silenced, we 
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are called to stand with those who are being crucified. For the WCRC, compassion means 
being present where pain is real and hope is fragile, trusting that God is already at work there. 

As we enter this New Year together, I thank you for your faithfulness, your prayers, and your 
companionship in this shared calling. Please know that you, your churches, and your 
ministries are held in prayer. May God bless you and keep you, and may the year ahead be 
marked by gratitude, wisdom, and compassion, to the glory of God and the healing of the 
world. 

With every blessing and prayers, 

 

Philip Vinod Peacock 
General Secretary 
World Communion of Reformed Churches
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