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Dear friends, leaders of WCRC member churches,

The joyous season of Christmas is here again. A season in which we celebrate the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. In a world that has grown accustomed to heavy headlines, Christmas arrives
once again—not as an escape from reality, but as a quiet light that insists on being seen. As John’s
Gospel affirms, “The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1: 5)
The first Christmas unfolded in a landscape marked by political tension and everyday struggle. The
story did not begin in palaces or positions of power, but among ordinary people navigating
uncertainty. When the angels broke into that night sky with the words, “Do not be afraid,” it was
not a poetic flourish—it was a lifeline.

This year, that message feels just as urgent.

As we look across the global family of the World Communion of Reformed Churches, the stories
we encounter are both heartbreaking and deeply inspiring. We think of families in conflict zones
who still dare to gather around a simple meal. Of young people in island nations watching the
shoreline shrink year after year, yet refusing to lose hope. Of churches in regions marked by
economic strain who continue to open their doors, share what little they have, and pray for a more
just tomorrow.

These communities remind us that Christmas has never been about self-centred illusions of
blessings for a few privileged persons. It is about perseverance, presence, and the radical claim that
God chooses to dwell among those the world often overlooks. It is a message of hope.

This year, our reflections are inseparable from the memory of the October 2025 WCRC General
Council in Chiang Mai, Thailand, where delegates from every corner of the world gathered under
the theme, “Persevere in Your Witness.” There, we wrestled with the realities of injustice and
imagined a future shaped by courage, humility, and shared responsibility. The commitments made
were not abstract resolutions—they were grounded in the lived experiences of people longing for
peace, dignity, and a restored creation.

Christmas places these commitments into a larger story.
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It tells us that justice begins with God’s presence that calls into mission.
That peace grows out of solidarity.
That hope can be born in the most fragile of places.

The Christ child in the manger did not silence the world’s troubles—but his arrival shifted the entire
narrative. And today, in Palestinian towns suffering injustice and destruction, in villages touched by
climate devastation, in communities resisting authoritarianism, in cities burdened by inequality, and
in churches standing with the vulnerable, that narrative continues to unfold.

So how do we celebrate Christmas in 2025?

By choosing to follow Jesus Christ, whose birthday we celebrate.

By refusing to look away.

By choosing compassion over indifference.

By recognizing God’s image in every face.

By persevering in witness, even when belief feels costly, trusting that light has a stubborn way of
breaking through.

This Christmas, may the assurance of Immanuel-—God with us—settle into our homes and our
hearts. May it strengthen the weary, uplift the courageous, and stir all of us to persist in the work of

justice.

And may the hope born in Bethlehem remind us: the world can still be changed — even in the
Bethlehem of today.

We wish you a Merry Christmas and a very fruitful year 2026

Sincerely yours,
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Karen Georgia Thompson (Rev. Dr.) Setri Nyomi (Rev. Dr.)
President Interim General Secretary
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