
 

 

Dear friends, leaders of WCRC member churches, 

Warm greetings in the name of God, our Creator, Saviour and Ever-living Presence.  

Today is exactly one month since Hurricane Melissa struck Jamaica with such tremendous 
devastation in its trails.  As President and Interim General Secretary, we visited Jamaica this week on 
your behalf to express solidarity with the United Church of Jamaica and Cayman Islands and the 
peoples of Jamaica.  We were accompanied by Rev. Garionne Harriott, Convener of CANAAC (the 
Caribbean and North American Area Council).  We are thankful to Rev. Dr. Collin Cowan, 
Moderator of the UCJCI and Rev. Norbert Stephens, the General Secretary for their leadership for 
such a time as this.  Rev. Dr. Cowan and Ms. Rose Wedderburn, the General Secretary-designate of 
the UCJCI took us around some of the devastated areas, and for this we are very grateful.  

What we saw was heartbreaking – the massive destruction of church buildings and people’s homes 
were only a part of the story.  Its impact on people – the trauma and the sense of loss and pain was 
another important part of the story.  Imagine pastors and care givers who themselves had lost so 
much and all the children who cannot go to school, and the loss of electricity and connectivity, and 
some may not be connected for months to come.  But that was not all we saw and heard.   

We also experienced the outpouring of love and the sense of mission with which the United Church 
in Jamaica and Cayman Islands has been responding.  Together with local partners such as the RG 
CARES Foundation, the United Church of Jamaica and Cayman Islands has responded with care 
packages and concrete support for impacted communities – not just UCJCI churches and their 
members – but also communities affected.  More than 12 million Jamaican dollars (75,000 US 
dollars) have gone out so far in caring for people and churches which have lost so much. And this is 
only addressing the first of three phases of response the Relief Phase.  The other two phases, 
Recovery and Rebuilding are just about to begin.  

This is where we call on all our member churches to rally around and pray for our sisters and 
brothers in Jamaica, and to accompany them in this time of need.  For the remaining parts of the 
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relief phase, and the recovery and rebuilding phases we need your response – financial and in kind.  
Some of you have relief and development units which can respond. Others may not, but can rally 
support that can be channeled to the UCJCI, and this will through the UCJCI meet the needs of many 
devastated communities.   

Your contributions in terms of financial resources for water tarpaulins, electricity generators, 
temporary internet links, trauma support, cleaning up and rebuilding among others will be very 
welcome.  At the same time, those with trauma healing and response skills who can afford to 
volunteer a few weeks in Jamaica are also encouraged to offer themselves.  

Please communicate with us, or directly with the General Secretary of the UCJCI in terms of what 
you intend to do.  The email address of the General Secretary of the UCJCI is 
gensecmail@gmail.com  
For the WCRC, you can use gs@wcrc.eu 

If you choose to give directly to the UCJCI, there is some information on bank accounts through 
which you can give at the end of the Video on our website.  Please use this to send your contribution.  
If you do so, send us a note to indicate what you have done.  

We hope you can respond as a church or as an agency of your church and call on others to do so.  

May God bless you as together we journey with our sisters and brothers in Jamaica.  

Sincerely yours, 

Karen Georgia Thompson (Rev. Dr.)	 	 	 	 	 Setri Nyomi (Rev. Dr.) 
President	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Interim General Secretary 
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