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Bogdté; January 30 2018 -

Peace Discussion Table
~GOVERNMENT OF COLOMBIA
NATIONAL LIBERATION ARMY - ELN

As communities of faith that have a long tradition of working for peace, human rights and
reconciliation, we write yOu with graVe cbncem for the challenges facing the peace talks between the
G'oVemment of Colombia and the National Liberation Army ( ELN ) taking place in Quito Ecuad or.-
These current challenges are deeply impact ing the peace talks and even more so the cwa!ian
population that enjoyed the peace dividends of the previous bilateral ceasefire.

Events such as the attack on the police station in Barranquilla (Soledad — Atlantico), the bombing of
an indigenous reservation in Chocd province and the recent wave of assassinations of social leaders
erodes trust in the possibility of a susta inable and lasting peace accord.

In light of Presudent Juan Manuel Santos’ decssuon to suspend the fifth round of negotiations , we
; enccurage - - -

- » Both sides to return to the negotnattons and continue with the agreed upon agenda.
e A bﬂa’zera! ceasefire agreement that can be v erified and brlng peace to the Colomblan people
. A show of political will from each srde to facmtate the contmuatson of the negotrat:ons

Samnarly, we mwte the guarantor and accompamer nat;ons to mamtam their su;:aport for the peace‘
‘ taiks as ameans to achieving peace in Colombla S

B,ased on our splritual commntments, we w;!l continue to demand, pray for and accompa ny this effort
for a holistic peace that Ieads to life, social justice, and en vironmental safety for Colombia.

' May the God of lite accompany you and bless you always.
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